
«:ongrr.9'f at tbe Itnittb 6tat2l'

8aI1JtttlltDR. ~ 20315

Febn~ary 26, 2003

The HonQnble :)0: wd L. Evans

Secretary
Unit~d States D~rtme.nt ofCommcrce
Room 5854
14th & Constimtiol Ave., NW
WashinaroD. P.~. 20230

Dear Mr. Secrelar)

We are 'vri :ing in 5Upport .of an appe:al submitted by Islander Eas[J LLC to the
Departnleut of (;01 1merce to QYcrt\Un the October 15.2002 decision by the Connecticut
Depanmen.t ofI~n' ironmen1al Protoction (IIEP) regarding proposed construction oftbe Islal\der
&$t pjpc1ine. The n.tural gas that would b~~ supplied to Long 1s1and thTOugb d1ls pipeline would
Sf)l ye pia~ing enel"gy needs and greatly berl.efit Tesidenlia1J commQfcial and industrial (:()DSttmers
&CfOSS the regioD.

, ,
It should bl; noted that the New Yotk State Dop~ent of State recent1y issued i~

approval of Istanda rr EaSt's project, stating th,it it is .'con&istcnt'. with the State's coaSta) 7.One
manogement pr :)gJ am, iU1d that "furtber re,iew. ..is not reqiliyed. "

Natural gi! ttansport c8.pability on 10 Long 1s1Md must be substantiaJIy 1ncreasod. The
lobust economi;: 9 "Owth in the past several years has created a deDW1d for nanu-al gas in this
area that is woll at DVe tbc netioi1al .veragr~, particularly on the ea5\em end of Long Iitand due to
f~donti~1 and .~r mlen;iaJ gl"o~ In~eased power needs have mandated the establishm~t of
new power p laTIts )n Long Island fOI- which additional natural gas suppl iee are essential if these
facilities U"O (0 be ~vironmentally clcauer and more effitient. Supplying additional nat1lI"41 gas
supplic;1 wjl1 si,Jll1 icently reduce the tCgion's current high-dtpcndencc on foreign oil imports tor
both produCtiol1 o1.~~tricity and space he'ating.

The Ne'v , 'ork Jndcpendcnt SyJtOln Operator (NYISO) has stated that with d~uland tor
electricity and »at; Ifal gas increasing on Long Island, &dditional gas-fired electric plan1s will
nced to be devf loJ ed. alor\g Vt'ith the 85S01:iated expansion of the re~on. 9 natural ia5
unnsmi$sion. il1fra;ItruC~, The l'I~SO bas stated "it is critica11hat new plants be located "jp.
city" and "on-i:;la1.d" to maintain teli8.biUty , =nhance compotition and support cconomic
,growth," It i s ( lei r to us that rimely. additional natura] g~ infraStNcture is l1etessaty to support
the energy nee<ls f )r the eeonomic ~Y;ty and population expansion of this a:reil..

","-DII~..'-
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Thank y)U [or your considcratiou.

Sincel"aly,

~0;:.:2;.è~Member of Congres5
~ \\~~~~.f.-

United State~ s.~ te

0:-.:"'.-;;:;

~'"~

Member ofCongress

5~i:~
Steve lsrael
Member of COt:.grl ;ss

Member of COYIgJ'I ISS
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UNrrED.TATB.D.~A~TMENTDFCDMMEAC&
Nnlan.. Oceenic .nd Acmospherlc AdmInI8Cf".tlon
Weshingt:ol'1 O.C. 20230

OFFICE OF THe GENEAALCOUNSEL.
~

FEB 2 8 .'The Honorable HiJlary Rodham Clinton
United Stales Senate
Washington. D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Clinton;

Thank you for your cosigned letter to Secretary Evans in support of the Islander East Pipeline
Company's administrative ap~aJ filed wlderthc Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) and
currently pending before the Deparnnent of Commerce. Islander Ea.st' s proposed natural gas
pipeline wou1d span from an interconnection near North Haven, Connecticut, and cross the Long
Island SoWld to a tCIminU8 in Suffolk County, N~' York. The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) processes many aspects of CZMA appeals for the
Secretary, and therefore was asked to respond to your letter.

Your correspondence discusses various benefits anl.icipated from the prQpQ6~ Islander East
project. emphasizing its impOrtance to meeting the energy needs of Long lsJand's resjdents and
businesses, and reducing the region's dependence on foreign oil imports. m addition to
menlioning measures being taken to minimize the project's cnvironmentaJ imp~ts, yoW" letter
advises that New York recently approved 1slander I~ast's proposed pipeline, finding that it was
"consistent" with New yoTk.s coastal management program.

As you ale probably aware, the appeaJ by Islander East is taken from a determination by the State
ofConnccticut that the proposed proj~t js inconsistent with the Connecticut coastal management
program. Connecticut's concerns center on the pipeline's crossing of the Long Island Sound. In
order to override Connecticut's objection, the Co~la1 Zone Managel"I)ent Act requires that the
SecretaIy or Commerce find the pipclinc is "consis~ent with thc objectives" of the CZMA
(Ground I) or .'necessary in the interest of national security"(Ground ll). Section 307(c)(3)(A).

P1ease note, as announced in the Federal Register (I~OPY enclosed). the appeal record is open to
receive public comments through May 8~ 2003. and materials in the appeal record can he
reviewed at the Department's consistency appeals web site, www.ogc.doc.gov/C2ma.htm. Your
letter will be included in the administrative record for the Islander East appeal. Further~ we
welcome any additional infomlation that you or your constituents believe is relevant to the

Secretary's decision.

Thank you again for writing on this important matte'-.

Sincerely,

Enclosure

Andrew Larkinbcc:

JaIneS R. Walpole
Gencral Counsel
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UNiTeD STATES D.~A~TM.NT O~ COMM5~C.
N.t:lan.. Da88n1c ."d A~.ph8fofa Adminl.er-.'='an
Weshing~Qn, O.C. 20230

OFFiCE OF THE C3ENE~AL COUNSEL

FEB 2 8 2Otti
The Honorable Gary L. Ackennan

U.S. House ofRepresenlatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Reprcsentative Ackerman:

Thank you for your cosigned letter to Secretary E'vans in support of the Islander Bast Pipeline
Cornpany"s athninistrative appcal filed under the ICo~tal Zone Management Act (CZMA) and
currently pending before the Department ofConunerce. Islander East's proposed nalurril gas
pipeline would span from an interconnection neal' North Haven, Connecticut, and cross the Long
Island Sound to a terminus in Suffolk County. New YorL " The National Oceanic and: : .

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) proCesses Inany ~ts of CZMA appeals for the. "':
Secretary) and therefore was asked to respond to ~fOur letter. .~

Your conespondence discusses various bmefits anticip~ from the: proposed Islander E&$t
project, etilphasizing its importanceto meeting the energy needs of Long Is]and's residents and
businesses, and reducing the region's dependence on foreign oil imports. In addition to
mentioning measures being taken to minimize th(: P{ojcct.s enviromnental imPacts. your tetter
advises that New York recently approved Islandelr East's proposed pipeline. finding that it was
""consistent" widt New York ' s coastal managemC]tlt program.

As you are probably aware) the appeal by Islandel' East is taken froma.detemJinalion by the State
of Connecticut that the' proposed project is incon~.istent with the CoDnecticut coastal management
prog1:'~. Coymecticut's conccrns center on the piipeline's crossing of the Long IsJand Sound. In
order to override Connecticut' 8 objection. the Coastal Zone Management Act requires that the
Secretary ofCommerce fmd the pipeline is "consistent with the objectives'. of the CZMA
(Ground 1) or "'necessary in the jnterest of nationaLl security"(Ground IJ), Section 307(c)(3)(A).

Please note~ as announced in the Federal RegisleJ" (copy enclosed), the appeal record is open to
receive public cornmcnts through May 8, 2003. aJrtd materials in the appeal r«-Qrd can be
reviewed at the Departmcnt's consistency appeals web site, www.ogc.doc.govlczma.htm. Your
letter win be jncluded in the administrative recof11 for the Islander East appeal. Further, we
welcome any additional infotrnation that you or your constituentS believe is relevant to the

Secretary.s decision.

Thank you again for writing on this important matter.

Sinc;erely.

9-~l

J ames R. Walpole

General Counsel

Enclosurc

bcc: Andrew Larkin
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UNITED ST A T8. De~A~TM8NT OF COMMERCE
N.dan81 Oa.anta .nd Acmo8Ph8rl~ Admlnl8t:ra~
W~lPhington, °,C cQC!:30

OFFICeOFn-1EGENe~AL.COUNSeL

The Honordble Tim Bishop
U.S. House ofRepresentativcs
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Bishop:

Thank you for your cos1gned letter to Secretary Evans in support of the Islander East Pipeline
Company's administrative appeal filed under the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) and
currently pending before the Department OfCom.nierce. Islander East's proposed natural gas
pipeline would span from an intereonnection near North Haven, Connecticut. and cross the Long
Island Sound to a tenninus in Suffolk County, NC1V York. The National Occanie and
Abnospheric Administration (NOM) processes ntany aspects of CZMA appeals for the; ...
Secretary, and therefo-re was asked to respond to Y1[)ur letter.

Your correspondence'discusses various benefits arlticipated from the proposed Islander East
project. emphasizing its importance to meeting the energy needs of Long Island's residents'and
businesses, and rOOucing the region's dependence I~n foreign oil imports. b1 addition to
mentioning measures being taken to minimiZe the project's environmental impacts, your letter
advises that New York (Q;cntlyapproved Islander East's proposed pipeline, finding that it was .

.'consistent" with New York's coastal management program.

-As you are probably aware, tl1e appeal by Islander East is taken from 'a detem1inatlon by thc State
of Connecticut that the proposed project is inconsii~tent with the Connecticut coastal management
progtml. Connecticul' s concerns center on the pipeline's crossing of the Long Island Sound. In
order to ovelride Conncx;ticut's objection" the Cowital Zone Management Act requires that the
SecrctaryofCommerce fu1d the pipeline is ..consi~;tent with the objectives" of the CZMA
(Gtuund 1} or ..neces5~ in th~ intcrest of national security"(Ground ll). Scction 307(c)(3)(A).

Please note, as annoWlCed in the Federal Register i(copyenclosed), the appeal record is open to
receive public comments through May 8, 2003, and mat~als in the appeal record can be
reviewed at the Department's consistency appeals 1web site, www.ogc.doc.gov/czma.htm. Your
letter will be included in the administrative record for the Tslander East appeal. Fw1her , we
welcome any additional infuIn1ation that you or your constituents bclieve is relevant to the
Secretary's decision.

Thank you again for writing on this important mattcr.

Sincerely,

Enclosure

bcc; Andre~l Larkin

Jam~iR. Walpole

Gencral Counsel



UNiTeD STAT&. DEPARTMeNT OF COMM.AC.
N-io".. Oee~ .nd AC",D.ph8f'40 Admln..~etlDn
Washington, O.C. 2~~O

C)FFtCEOFTHEGENEAALCOUNSEL

FED 2 8 2\1\1'3The Honorable Steve Israel
U.S. House ofRepte$el1tatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative IsraeJ:

Thank you for your cosigned letter to Secretary Evans in support of the Islander East Pipeline
Company's administrative appeal filed under the (;oastal Zonc Management A(;t (CZMA) and
cUn"entJy pending before the Depanment ofCommerce. Islander East's proposed namral gas
pipeline would span from an interconnection near :North Haven. Cobnecticut, and. cross the Long
Island Sound to a terminus in Suffi>1k County, Nev~ York. The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Adininistration (NOM) processes Illany aspects ofCZMA appeals.for the
S~ary, and therefore was asked to respond toyc>UT letter.

Your tolrespondence discusses various benefits an.ticipated from the proposed Islander East
projec~emphasiz;jng its importance to meeting the energy needs of Long Island's residents and
businesses, and reducing the region's dependence ~)n foJeign oil imports. In addition to
mentiom'ng measures being taken to minimize the project's environmental impacts, your letter
advises that New York recently approved Islander 'p-ast's proposed pipeline, finding that it was
'(consistent" with New York's coastal managemenl~ program.

As you are probably aware, the appeal by Islander ]East is taken from a determination by the State
ofConnecticut that the proposed proj~t is inconsj~itent with the Connecticut coastal management
program. Connecticut's concerns center on the pipeline's crossing of the Long Island Sound. In
order ro ovaride Connecticut's objection, the Coas:ta1 Zone Management Act requires that the
Secretary of Commerce find the pipeline is ..consistent with the objectives" of the CZMA
(Ground 1) or "ncccssary in the interest ofnationaJ security"(Ground ll). Section 307(c)(3)(A).

Please note. as amtOWlCed in the Federal Register (copy enclosed), the appeal record is open to
receive public comment, through May 8. 200Jt ancl materials in the appeal record can be
reviewed at the Department's consistency appeals ,veb site. www.Qgc.doc-gQ)l/czma.htm. Your
letter will be included in the administrative record for the Islander East appeal. Further, we
welcome any additional information that you or yo')f constituents believe is relevant to the
Secretary's decision.

Thank you again for writing on this important matt,:r -

Sincerely,

~1?.,L.../ ) r. Jf~

James R. Walpole

General CuWlsel

Enclosurc

bcc: Andrew Larkin



UNIT.b .TATEB DE~A~TM.NT OF COMM8AC.
N8Clo",.' Oeeenie .nd AWng.ph.;c Admlf\i8t:r8Clan
W8shingt.on. O.C 202~a

OFFICE OF THE GENeRA-.. COUNSEL

FER 2 8 2003The Honorable Carolyn McCarthy

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative McCarthy:

Thank you for your cosigned letter to Secretary Evans in support of the Islander East Pipeline
Company's administrative appeal filed under the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) and
currently pending before the ~'Partment ofCommerce. Islander East's proposed natural gas
pipeline would span from an interconnection near Nonh Haven. Connecticut. and cross the Long
Island .Sound to a terminus in SuffoJk County, New York. The National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration(NOAA) processes many aspect$ of CZMA appeals for the; :
SecretAry) and.lherefore was asked to ~nd to )'t.ur letter. .,' .

Your co"espondence discusse.s various benefits anticipated from the proposcd Islander East

project, emphasizing its importance to meeting the energy needs of Long Island's residents and
businesses, and reducing the region's dependence on foreign oil imports. In addition to
mentioning measures being taken to minimize the project's CQvironmental impacts, your letter
advises that New York recently approved Islander I~t's pro~sed pipeline, finding that it was
"consistent" with New y ork's coastal management program.

As you are probably aware, the appeal by Islander F-ast is taken from a detemJination byLhe State
ofConnecticut that the proposed project is inconsistent with the Connecticut coastal management
progJ'8Jn. Connecticut's concerns center on the pipeline's crossing of the Long Island Sound. (n
order to override Connecticut's objcction, thc Coastal Zonc Managcmcnt Act rcquires that the
S«.retary of Colmnerce find the pjpeline is "consis1ent with the obj~tives" of the CZMA
(Ground I) or "'necessary in the interest of national security"(Ground ll). Section 307(c)(3XA).

Please note, as aIUlOunCed in the Federal Register (~:opy enclosed), the appeal record is open to
recejve public comments through May 8.2003, and materials in the appeal record can be
rcvicwcd atthe Department's consistency appeals web si~ www.ogc.doc.gov/czma.htm. Your
letter will be included in U\c administrative record for the Islander East appeal. Further, we
weJccme any additional infomlation that you or your constituents believe is relevant to the
S«:retary's decision.

Thank you again for writing on this important matte!!".

Sincerely,

~/r}f~
James R. WaJpole
General Counsel

Enclosure

Andrew Larkinbcc:
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Form Number: None.

1)rpe of Revjljw: Res\Alar ~ubmi~tlion.

Afft:l;lr:J PuLljc: Sl;ote, LuC8J. or Tribal
Government; individuals or households;
bullinBa8 or other f(Jr-profil
organizations; and Federal govommenl.

Estimated Number of Respondents;
4,111.

Eliliulat&d Tljlle Pel' R~spullsu: 8 hullrll
fO1' R State objection or concurrence
letter for a consistency C&rtificatlon or
determination; 4 hours for a Stale
request for review of unlisted actlvltlE!.q;
1 hour fur public notice requirements
for a project; 4 hours for a ~uest fo1'
remedial action of a supplemental
review; 1 hour lor coordination of a
listing notice; 2 hours for a request for
Secretarial JnediAtion; end ~oo hours Lor
an appeal. 'I'heae uv avur&ge estimates
and hurtlen ~n signlficantly vary ba~
on tbe individual ~itu8tiol\,

EBtimated Totol Annu(l18utd~n
Hours: 20.331.

Estimated Total Annual G'ost to
Pub/it": S8.000,OOO.

IV, Re4[uest for Comments

Comments are invited Dn: (a) wheth&r
the propo8ed collectIon of information
is neces,8ry tor the proper PQrtormance
of the functions of the agency. including
whether the 11'fonnation shall have
practical utility; (b) the emlracy Dr the
agency' 8Itimate of the burden
(includiog houre and cost) or the
proposed collection of infonnation; (c)
ways to Qnhanco the quality. utility. and
clarity of the infom)8liul1 tu lIY
collKtBd; Qnd (d) ways to minimize the
burden of tIle co1laclion or Inf(at11\Qtiou
on ~poodents, including through the
use Df 3utf)matAd t:Ollection techniques
I)r other forms of infonnation
technology.

Commenlll ~\abmitted in response to
Ibis notice will be 9\unmerit&(1 anil/or
included in the request for 0MB
approval of this inform8tlon collflClion;
they also wi II become a matter Dl public
record.

Dat~(!: 18nuary 16.2003.
GwvlIdarBIDks,
Managemen! AnuJyst Office oft/le Chief
1,l/ormati()n OIficsr.
fFR Doc. O:~1649 Yiled 1-23-03; 8:45 alnJ

0--- ~ "1

DEPARTMENT OF CIOMME.RCe

HMlonal OceanIc an,' Atmospheric
Admini8t~tton

Federal CO"I.ltency Appeal by
Islander East PlpeJln,t Company From
an ObJection by the (:onnectlcut
Department of Envln~nmengl
PrOtectIon

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Admini!ltration (NOAA).
Department ofComml:rcc (COlnmcrcc).

ACTKJN: NOtice of applj8l, request for
commeilt, ..illl1l0Ii~-. ut ~vai1Kbilily vr
appeal documents.

SUMMARY: The Tfi)Andflr EAAt Pi!lAlinA
Company has filed an administrativ&
appeal with the Department of
COMmerce £COnsistenc:y Appeal of
1818nder Eut Pipeline Company, L.L.C.)
asking tbat Ihe Secretary of ConImetCo
override IhG Stata of Gl)nnecticut'5
objection to Islmdar Eact'G propoBod
natural gas pipeline. .rho pipeline
would extend from an interconnection
with an existing pipeline ne8r North
Haven, Connecticut, tt' a tttrmintl. 011
Long Island, New Yon:. affBctjng the
natural resources or laJ[ld and water wes
ofConnecticut's coasbtl zone. Thi.J
document: (a) ProvjdelJ public notice of
the {\ppettl; (b) 8n11ounces "11
Opportuaity fur public comm$nt 0!\ the
eppeRI; $nd (c) Iden1!fle8 locations
where documents com(D'ising the appeal
record will be availlibll~ for review.

GATes: PublIc comment& on the appeal
must be received by May B, 2003.

4ODRESSes: An e-mAiJ 1':0lnment8 011
i8sues relevant to the Secretary's
decision of this appeal may be
submItted to
1s:1an derEast. comment;t!)n oaa.gov .
Comments may also be sent by mail to
the Office of the Generld Coun8el for
Occan Services, NatiQJ1.al Oceanic and
AtmO$pheric Adminialration, U.S.
Department of Comm8]"ce, 1305 E3sl-
West Highway, SIlver ~)pring, MD
ZO910. Me.terlQJs fJ.om 1'he appeal record
will be available at Ibe tntemet site
www.ogr.doc.govlct;nlo.hrm and at the
Office of the General C':JUIigffl fur o~"
Services. fJso, public mings madfj by
tho panics to the 3pp~811 will "bB
available for review at Ithe CnnnA~IIt:l1r
Department or E~vlronmeDtal
Protecliol\. 79 Elm Street. Hartford. CT.

FOR FURntP INFORMAnON CONTACT:
Brand6" Bhlm. SAnlor l:ounselor. via e-
m~lllt gcv8.inqujriflS@noaa.gov. or at
301-713-~967, e~lenstDn 186.

SUPPLEMENfARY INFObA.T1ON:

1- Notice of Appeal

Jslander EaBt Pipeline COmpifJly,
L.L.C. (loJ"nder East or Appellant) filed
a notice of appeaJ with the Secrlttary of
Commerce (Secl'etacy) purauant to
section 301(c)(3)(A) of the Coastal Zone
Management Act or 1972 (CZMA), as
amended. 16 U.S.C. 1451 et seq-, and
tha Department of Commerce's
Implvl)lenlinH rlISlIlalions, 15 Cf"R part
!130, subpart H, (revised. effective
January 8.2001). The Rppeal is taken
from an obI"ctif)11 by the Connecticut
Department o(Environmental Protection
(State) to r~}andElt Ea.I's COMiJtency
certification for U.S. Army Carp. of
EII8inuere and Fed8rol &ergy
ReguJ8tlIry CommiS8ion permils to
constnlct and openta a natural gaa
pipeline. The certification ia requited (0
indicate that the plOject is consistent
with the State's coasta1 management
ptosraltl. The project would cross
Dortions ofthl! l.D1\8 J$I~nd Sound,
anecting the natural resouKe. Or ll\nd
and water uses or Connecticul's cwslal
zone-

The Appvll~t reqilesl ~l !htI
Secretary overridl! the Stato's
coDBistency objections on the two
$\lb8tal\tiv(l sTOunde provided in tho
CZMA, The first ground requires the
Secretary to detemllne that the
proposed activity is .'consistent with fu(:
objectivos" of the Cl.MA. To makc this
d~ermination, the Secret8ry must fmd
thSl: (1) The prDp08ed activity furthers
tho national intQrest as articulatad in
section 302 or 303 of the CZMA, in a
significant or 3ubstantial manner; (2) the
nation81Interest furthared by lha
proposed activity outwc18hs the
activity's adverse coastaleff8Cti, whon
those effects are considered s8parately
or cumulatively: and (3) no reasonable
alternative is available that would
permit the proposed activity to be
condu<.1ed ill 9 m9nnjJr con!li&t&nt with
the enfof(:e9ble policle$ ofth8 Stale of
Conne<:Ucill's coastal zone management
program. 15 CFR. 930.121.

The second ~'1b-ot$ntive g~lInd fnr
overriding a State's objection con~ideC9
whether the proposed activity is
neces5ary in th$ interest of national
security. To r611Cb Ihls cQnclu6ion. the
Secretary must find that a nationl11
defense or other nllionalsecurity
interest would be sisnifiC6Dtly impaired
ifth8 activity in q1lestion was not
pfJ£Tnilted 10 go foIWard as proposed. 15
CFR 930.122.

n, Public Co Dts

Written public commentB ere inviltld
on any of the i8BU~8 th~t the Secrelary
mugt consider in der..idil1g Ihill !ipp9&1.
Comment, m11~t hll rllr:llivflrl by Mlty 8.
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National OceanIc and AtmospherIc
Admlnlstraflon

[Docket No.020814191-2191-01]

establiShment of a JoInt or
Cooperative In8t1Me WIthin the
National Ocaenlc end Atmospheric:
AdmInistration (NOM) OffIce of
OceanIc and Atmospheric Research
(OAR) JoInt and CooPerative Institute
Program

AG~NCY: om,:e ...rOCeHJ)ir;: it n I,\
Atmospheric Researcl1; National

2003, end may be submitted by e-mail
to 1$IQndeFBaBt.comm~n'~noaa.gov.
CuUlul/Int8 may also be $(lnt by mail to
the Office 0{ the General Co~n~J for
Ocean SM"icA8, National Oceanic and
Atmosphorjc AdmiFlistration (NOA,4.J.
Comment, will be made available to thl;
Appellant and the State; they will also
be posted on a Department 01 Commerc,
website id8n1ified below.

Ill. Appe.l DoC1llDmts

The Secretary baa reqlli~d that
Jslel1der East file its initial brief and
suppl8menta~ infonnation on February
10, 2003, and that the Slate of
ConnKnCUt file its initial brief end
8upp[ementary matGrla) On March 24,
2003. NOAA intends ~o provide the
public wllh accflss to all materi,)s and
relat6d documAnt~ comprising the
appeal record via 'h~ internet at
www.ogc.doc.govlczmllhtm, except that
certain m"terial. or documsnts or
portiOn$ Ihereol mar be withheld if ll1ey
oontain cOnfidunlia fnlllerlals. critical
energy infr3StrUctUM infgnI1ation.
national security information or othCl'
Iyp&* of Information that wou]tI he
inappropriate for public release. In
addition. technical constreintB may
\\mit Ibe internet avail3bility of certain
documonts, such as oveI3ized maps Ot
exceedingly lengthy publications. All
public materiaJs and dOCUOlifnt8 will be
available dltring business hou~ at the
NOM Office of the General Counsel for
Oceen Se~ice. In addition, the State of
Connocllcut will make copies of public
filings by the parties &vailable for
review during buJineSA hours at the
office of the Connecticut DepattIJltilI1 ur
Environmental Protection.
(l'cder8l Domualic &aistance CalalQ8 No.
11.419 CO&Stal Zone Managemel\! Pr~
As$i&~)

Dated; January ZI. 2003.
I-I.. Walpole,
Conoro1 CcUllI."CI.
(PR Doc. 03-1634Iljl&d 1-~; ~.45 amJ
I/UM ~ .1

(keanic end Atmospheric
Adminl8tration; Depa;rtment of
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of Req\l$81 for Letters of
Intent and Guld~lines for Sl&bmission 01
fuJI Prop05al~.

auMllARV: NOM iDvitea intereslad
I institutions to subn\it I[.etters of Intont

(LOl) indicating intereyt in E!stablishJng
a Joint or Cooperative 111\8tilute within
the National Oceanic and AI}DOSpheric
Administration (NOAJ~) Office of
Oceanic and Almosphjlric Rel18ercb
(OAR) Joint and Cooperative In8titute
Pro8l'aDl. The prof °se([ nan\~ ur tile
Joint lnstituto wiJ be tile Cooperative
rnQtitIlte for Climate Application. 8"d
Research. The OAR JoiJllt and
Coopsrativa Institute Plrogram is listed
in the CFDA under nuJ1l\ber 11.432,
Office 01 OC"njc and }~nnospheric .
Research (OAR) Joint 8Ild Cooperative
Institutes.

The Institu\~'. j.14prv8Emt a closa It~k.
between OAR IllbolQtorio~, other
brsnches of NOM and the exten13l
reaearch community. NI:JAA
collaboTeles on cooperativ9 research
activitios and provides jD.nancial supPort
to enhanc8 thQ p'ib1lc b!8nefits to be
derived from these res8lln:b actiVities.
The In$tit\ltes Ire establlshyd hl18ed on
thclr geogrepbical proxtmlly 10 e NOM
facility, 8J\dt or their «XJ18rtise in B~1\B
related to the mission 0!' th9 NOA At
OAR res81111;h laboratories.

OA~: Letters or Intant !ihould be
subnlitted no later than February 24.
2003. Response letters ~liJI be Issued
from NOAA approximately 45 days af\el"
the date of tIle Federal ltesi8tor
Announ~ment. Inslllulions will be
infQnned of the submltlou J~tw fIJr full
proposals in the respon~e lstter.

ADDReSseS: Letters of rn1tent and
prop054l~ ahouJd be submitted to: Dr.
Ants L99tmaa; NOAA GItOphysic3l Fluid
Dynam\f:Ii J.abOfIltOry; Fonestral
Campus Rt. I; P.O. Box ~'O8: Princeton.
NJ 08452-:0:iO8.

An Appllclttion Kit CaJIl be obtained
from: Mr. Micbael Nelso,n: NOM
Grants Manag&lnent Division: Silver
Spring Metro Center Bldl~. 2, Room
9348; Silv~t' Sprill~, MD 20910.

FOR FURrHeR ..FORMATIOlf CONTACT: Dr.
Ants Leetmaa; NOM GeophysiCQi Fluid
Dyilall\ics Lal.urllltlry; F()rl'1\llr,,!
Campus Rt. I: p.a Box 308; Princeton,
NJ 06452-0308.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMA.'"ON:

J. Program Aulhor\ly

AutbDrily: 19 U.S(;. 41720: :1.1 U.S.C.
sa3d: 15 U.S.C. 2907: tS IJ.1;.r:. 2931.

n. PM8raJD DRScrlption

Funding: The base fundjng fur the
InstitutQ is expectod to be 5100,000 pet
year. However. flmding is contingent

r upon aval18bility or funds and is lIt the
sole disCl9tion ofNOAA.

The funding in8tcwnent will be a
Coopere.tive ASleGJnent based on the
envi~i\)ned substanri&1 involvement of
NOAA scientiBts in vr(lject8 under1"ken
by the InstitUtB. NOAA collaborates on
cooperative NlllellTch activities and
provides fiDancial support to Anhance
the public benefit8 to be d9rlved from
these re.sean:h activities. NOAA
envisions a sbarinB of expertise betwoen
GFDL and the proposed Institute In the
areas ot; earth systeln Inudeling. modem
and p.J8(?climatic observations, and
climate v&rlBhility and change
applicatioM research. Funding for non.
U.S. institutions and contractual
an-angements for servicea and produC!/J
for deliv~ry to NOM an not av8ilable
under this announcement. The \\ward
will have an initi"l ba3e terul uf rive
years. An OAR-aponaored. Indepandent
pAn..1 will conduct 11 (9view ofthtl
Inltitut& during the fourth year of the

.five year term. The Panel's findings and
recoDUnendatiom will serve 88 the basis
for renewal of the In,titute for an
additiIJn..llive years.

Program PrioritieR: The Institullf will
be affiliated with the Geophysical Fluid
Dynamics Laboratnry (GFDL) locatod il1
Princeton. New 18rsAy. The Institute will
all8t1 it8el.f with the followins GFDL
resoarcb priorities:

a. Earth System modeling; Including.
but not limited to. the development of
dynamical model, of the global climate
system, and the production of Cor~&ts
of the long.toml vanRhi lity of the
c]lmate.

b. Modern and paJeoclimatic
observations: including but not linilled
to standard hydrographic observations
and the constJ'ua;;ljun and analysis of
new proxies (e.g. gooclJemicRI and
isotopic tracers in deep-iP 6edimcnu.
aquifers. tree rings and i~A I;Qr"s) for
studies of climate variabl11ty and
change. including abnlpt climate
ChQnAe8.

c. (;limate variability ond change
applicatJ(JIts '..'~mJn:fJ: including but not
limited to the study of communication
between forflt'~erB and users 01
fnt8('.aRI~; thB Bpplication of climate
variability and chatl8e information to
dew ion making in fi.Alds 8\lch as water
resourt:es. agriculture. human he~lth.
..nd j.)oIicy making: and inGtitutil)nsl
mechantsms rOf responding to cljmato
vaciability and change infonnatiofl.

TIle In!llil'lt~ is m"an! !0 be an
iIJrAEn\1 r:nmpol1l1nt in 8 coordinated


